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2 CORINTHIAN 8, ii. 165 16. 


FOR WE ARE.UNTO GOD A SWEET SAVOUR OF CHRISF, IN 
| THEM THAT ARE SAVED, AND. IN THEM THAT PERISH, 
| TO THE ONE WE ARE THE SAVOUR OF DEATH,UNTO 
| DkATH; AND Tro THE OTHER, THE SAVOUR OF LIFE UN. 
| To LIFE ; AND WHOIS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS? 


Or. PAUL was remarkably called to the faith 
and profellion of Chriſtianity. Previouſly to this event, 
he had been a violent perſecutor of the glorious goſpel of 
the bleſſed God, Every effort was exerted by him to ob- 
ſtru& the progreſs, and prevalence of chriſtianity in the 
| world. His oppoſition to it, however, was at length 
| entirely ſubdued; and he ſoon became a celebrated 
preacher of that very goſpel, which, a ſhort time before, 
| he had endeavoured by every art to ſubvert and over- 
| throw. 


Thorougily ied of the truth of chriſtianity, and 
eſtabliſhed in the belief of its glorious author, as the 


promiſed Meſſiah and Saviour of the world, he, at once, 
entered into the views of his divine Maſter, catched his 
ſpirit, imbibed a reliſh for his religion, and laboured to 
promote his kingdom and intereſt in the world. 
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No man appears ever to have poſſeſſed a more affect - 
ing ſenſe of the importance of chriſtianity, or a more ar- 
dent thirſt to preach and propagate its ſacred doGrines 
among men than this apoſtle. At the fame time, his 
mind was deeply impreſſed with a becoming ſenſe of his 
own inſufficiency to diſcharge the duties of a goſpel min- 
iſter. Hence we find him in our context, aſcribing to 
God the ſucceſs of his miniſtry and that of others, giv- 
ing thanks for the good they had been inſtrumental of 
doing. Now thanks be unto God which always cauſeth us 
to triumph in Chrift, and maketh manifeſt the ſavour of 
his knowledge by us in every place. 

But though St. Paul had an humble ſenſe of his own 
unworthineſs, and of his abſblute incompetency to a faith-. 
ful diſcharge of the duties of his funQion, independent 
of divine aid; yet he lets us know, that no faithful min- 
iſter ſhould be diſcouraged merely on account of bis 
unſucceſsfulneſs, 

+ God does not judge his miniſters, nor will he . 
them according to the ſucceſs of their miniſterial labours, 
but according ta their fidelity and diligence m his work. 


Thoſe of this character are unto God a fweet ſavour of Chriſt 


in them that periſh, as well as in them that are ſaved. 
God approves of his miniſters, not by the event of their 


; labours, but by their integrity and faithfulneſs in them. 


If from a principle of love to God and the Saviour, and 
from real regard to the ſouls of men, they exert them. 
ſelves to promote their immortal intereſts, they ma 
humbly hope to be accepted, though there be little or 
no good fruit of their labours. Though Iſrael} be not gath 
ered, they fhall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord. 

A good miniſter will, however, be yery ſolicitous, that 
in his miniſterial courſe, he may not run in vain, nor la- 


| bour in vain, but that his endeavours for the beſt good 
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of his fellow creatures may be crowned with ſucceſs. 
For this purpoſe, he will labour to acquire thoſe qualifi- 
cations and accompliſhments which are neceſſary to a 


faithful and n diſcharge of the duties of his of- 


The inſpired Paul was fully «ppriſcd of the qualifica- 
tions neceſſary to conſtitute a man a good miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of the duties incumbent upon him in 
this character. His mind was deeply impreſſed with the 
greatneſs and difficulty of the work to which he himſelf 
had been called. Hence he exclaims in the cloſe of the 
paſſage I have read, and which, in the following diſ- 
courſe, I mean principally to inſiſt upon, Who is ſuffice 
zent for theſe things ? 

In further diſcourſing upon theſe words on this occa- 
on it will be my buſineſs to ſuggeſt a few things in 


Proof of its being a great and difficult work to preach the 


goſpel. 

This will appear probable, at leaſt, if we conſider how 
a preacher of the goſpel ought to be qualified. 
It will be readily granted, I imagine, by all; I am 
confident 1t will by every ſerious and well informed 
mind, that piety, or a principle of ſupreme regard to 
God and the Saviour, is a neceſſary and indiſpenſible 
qualification in a preacher of the goſpel. That he be 
a man profeſſing godlineſs and of a blameleſs life and 


converſation is requiſite to his introduction into the 


miniſtry. A character the reverſe of this cannot regu- 
larly be admitted into holy orders, whatever other qual- 
ifications he may poſleſs, 

That a preacher of the goſpel be a good man, one who 
has felt the power of religion upon his heart, is abſolute. 


ly neceſſary to ſecure the falvation of his own ſoul. 


However clearly, and with how great effect ſoever, he 
may 
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6 
may preach unto others, yet after all, if found deſtitute 
of a principle of true religion, he will be himſelf a miſe- 
rable caſtaway. 

Beſides, it is much to be deſixed by thoſe to whom 
the goſpel is preached, that the diſpenſer of it be a man 
of true religion. This will at once ſecure his fidelity to 
God and to them, and be a moſt powerful incentive to 
every laudable exertion for the advancement of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom and intereſt among them. It is of im- 
portance therefore, to a people, in their choice of a min- 
iſter, to have a ſpecial regard to this, that he be a man 
of real and ſubſtantial . pity, and of an en life 


and converſation. 

But is this all that is neceſſary 7 Is every * man 
ſuitably qualified to preach the goſpel? By no means. 

I therefore add; a preacher of the goſpel ſhould be 
a man of knowledge, and furniſhed with uſeful litera. 
ture. 

St. Paul tells us in his. firſt epiſtle to Timothy, that 
a 1 ** muſt be apt to teach ; which undoubtedly implies 
that he be qualified to inſtru others, and therefore not 
an ignorant or illiterate man.—MNot, ſays he, @ novice ; 
that is, not a child in underſtanding ; not one who un- 
dertakes to be a teacher before he has acquired ſome con- 


ſiderable ſhare of knowledge himſelf. 


In his epiſtle to Titus, this ſame Apoſtle informs us, 
that an Elder, a Biſhop, or goſpel Miniſter, ſhould be 
able by ſound doctrine, both to exhort and convince gain- 
fayers ; neither of which can be expected without knowl- 
edge and learning. | 

A preacher of the goſpel ought ordinarily to have 

ſome acquaintance with the arts and ſciences, and par- 
ticularly with the learned languages. Theſe will be of 
great utility to him in the buſineſs of his profeſſion, and 
will 


| 7 
will qualify him for diſcharging the duties of it in a 
more reputable, inſtructive, and edifying manner. 

But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, the apoſtles were illite- 
rate men They had no knowledge of the arts and ſci- 
ences, and yet were the beſt of preachers. In anſwer 
to this, it may ſuffice to ſay, or commonly is ſaid, that 
the apoſtles and firſt preachers of the goſpel were en- 
dowed with extraordinary gifts; but this is not now 
the caſe with thoſe who are called to preach the goſpel. 
Theſe muſt acquire by ſtudy, labor, and pains, that 
which they were maſters of by the immediate aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit. | | p 

In vain then,“ as one obſerves, © is it ſuggeſted, 
that preachers now have no need of human learning. 
It may as well be urged that they ſhould be fiſhermen 

and tradeſmen, for ſuch were moſt of the apoſtles.” 

We are not now to look for extraordinary gifts and mi- 
raculous endowments. The days of inſpiration are 
paſt. Acquired knowledge and human learning ſupply 
their place. | 

If the obſervation then be correct, that a miniſter of 
the goſpel ought to be well qualified with knowledge and 
human learning, it proves his work to be great and dif- 
ficult. 

But this will appear, perhaps, in a more ſtriking light, 
if we conſider the work itſelf of a preacher of the goſ- 
pel, or what he has to do in this charaRer. 

And here I would obſerve—it is the peculiar buſineſs 

of a goſpel miniſter to teach and to ſet men right in the 

| Knowledge of divine things, or to inform their minds in 

all things neceſſary to their ſalvation. Not only was St. 

| Paul ſent, but every preacher of the goſpel to this day 
N is ſent to open men's eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs. 

| | tolzght, This is the firſt part, and the principal part of 

; their 


their work, Their office obliges them to know the law 
themſelves, and then to impart the 3 of it to 
others. 

Nothing is to be kept back from our hearers that is 
neceſſary and profitable for them to know. Fooliſh and 
unlearned queſtions indeed are to be avoided. Subjects 
merely ſpeculative, that have no relation to men's future 
and immortal intereſts, no tendency to reform the heart, 
or influence the life, are beneath the dignity of the ſa. 
cred deſk. 

The great and important doctrines of eure in- 
cluding thoſe of natural religion, are to be the ſubjects 
upon which we ſhould conſtantly inſiſt in our preach- 
ing. Doctrines, I mean, that relate to the being, per- 
fections, and providence of God to the ruin of man 
by the primitive apoſtacy, and his recovery by the me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt, through the influence and agen- 
cy of the Holy Spirit—the neceſſity of perſonal holineſs 
to an admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven—the reſ- 
urrection of the dead, and a future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, Here we may find ſufficient ſcope to 
employ our own thoughts and the meditations of thofe 
who hear us. 

But who does not ſee that it is a work of no ſmall dif. 
ficulty to handle with propriety ſuch a variety of ſub. 
jets—to give every doctrine and duty their proper place 
—to explain them with ſufficient perſpicuity and clear- 
neſs, and to apply and enforce them with pathos and 
energy. Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 

But I proceed and ſay—it is the buſineſs of a goſpel 
preacher, not only to inform the minds of men, but to 
endeavour to reform their hearts, and amend their lives ; 
not only to make them knowing, but good; and to ſet 


them right in their practice as well as in their judgment 
To 


9 
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To n with them to break off their fins by repentance, 
and their unrighteouſneſs by turning | to the Lord. St. Paul 
was ſent, not only to open men's eyes, and turn them from 
darkneſs to light, but from the power of Satan unto God. 
But herein conſiſts the chief difficulty. 

Many will bear to be inſtructed and ſet right in prin- 
ciples, who will not bear this. If you meddle with 
their practices, you touch them in a tender part. There 
are multitudes in the world who hate to be reformed. 
Men of this character too frequently look with an evil 
eye upon thoſe who attempt, however kindly and pru- 
dently, their reformation. 

To this claſs a miniſter may preach almoſt what be 
will; they will hear him patiently, and perhaps applaud 
king, But let him animadvert with due ſeverity upon 
their finfaul praQtices, they will preſently be offended. 
Yet the chriſtian miniſter may not forbear to ſhow unto 
his hearers their tranſgreſſions, and faithfully warn them 
againſt thoſe fins which, with ſorrow and grief, he be- 
holds prevalent among them. And however difficult 
it may be, he muſt endeavour to convince his heaters of 
the neceſſity of an outward reformation, as $ well as of a an 
inward change. 

In order to effect this, it is incumbent upon him. to 
hold up to the view of his hearers the terms of the di- 
vine law, and denounce the wrath and judgment of God 
againſt obſtinate and impenitent finners. Thus did the 
prophets of old. Thus did John the baptiſt ; and even 
our Saviour himſelf, and his apoſtles after him. 


We may not ſhun to declare the whole counſel of Cod. 
The word of truth muſt be rightly divided, and a portion 
given to every one in due ſeaſon. That we may therefore 
deliver our own ſouls, we muſt denounce the judgments 


and plagues that will unavcidably be the portion of ſuch 
B a3 
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as as perſiſt i in their impiety and rebellion againſt God, and 


dici in a ſtate of alienation from him. 

But this is attended with no inconſiderable difficulty. 
The ſinner is fond of being flattered in his ſins, and 
loves to have ſmooth things prophefied to him. If his 
miniſter ſets his true character before him, and faithfully 
warns him of his danger, it is too frequently found that 
he riſes. up in oppoſition to him, and becomes his enemy. 
Am I therefore become your enemy, laid Paul to the Gala- 
tions, becauſe T tell you the truth ? 

But not only are the impenitent and preſumptuous to 


be admoniſhed, by the chriſtian preacher, of their dan- 


ger, and warned to flee from the wrath to come ; but the 
penitent and diſconſolate are to be comforted and con- 
ſoled by him. This is an important and frequently a 
very difficult part of his work, 
Io diſcoyer who are the proper ſubjects of goſpel 
conſolation, and to apply it without confounding the 
character of the ſaint with that of the ſinner, requires 
no [mall ſhare of wiſdom and chriſtian experience. 
I would obſerve in the next place, that the variety of 
characters, tempers, and diſpoſitions, with which the 
chriſtian miniſter is concerned, renders the preaching of 
the goſpel a great and difficult work, | 
Some are ignorant, mere babes in knowledge, and 
need to be taught the firſt principles of the oracles of God. 
Others are bold and impious tranſgreſſors. They muſt 
be faithfully warned of their danger, and admoniſhed to 
guard againſt it. Some are falſe profeſſors, unſound at 
heart, and immoral in practice. Their hypocriſy is to be 
detected, and their immorality reproved. Others, and 
perſons of real religion too, are frequently perplexed 
with doubts and fears reſpecting their integrity and up- 
rightneſs before God. Their doubts are to be reſolved, 
and their fears removed, All 


£ 
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All men are not diſpoſed to receive with meekneſs and | 
candour the ingrafted word, Some are of a querulous. 
and captious diſpoſition, and will find fault with almoſt 
every thing. Let the preacher take ever ſo much pains 
to pleaſe them for their good to edification, it will be to 
no purpoſe. And though he give abundant evidence 
of his honeſty in taking the word of God for the rule of 
his faith, and of his integrity in explaining the en 
and important doctrines of it; yet, if he does not, 
his preaching, run into all the peculiarities of their 
vourite ſcheme of divinity, they will preſently be offend- 
ed, and carry their reſentment to a moſt unreaſonable 
and uncomfortable length. Theſe things render the 
preaching of the goſpel a hard and difficult ſervice, 

Again; the laboriouſneſs of preaching the ward proves 
it to be a great and difficult work. | 

The ſcriptures repreſent it as being emphatically a la- 
bour, Me beſeech you, brethren, ſays Paul to the Thefla. 
lonians, to know them that labour among you. It is with 
no ſmall difficulty that many deliver the word. Beſides, 
there is the labour of preparing their diſcourſes, that they 
may bring well beaten oil into the ſanctuary, and may 
approve themſelues unto God, workmen that need not to be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the word, of truth. _ 

Pertinent here are the words of Dr. Doddridge i hie 
charge to one entering into the work of the mũniſtry. 
Labours await you, ſays he, at home and abroad; labours 
on your on days, and on the ſabbath ; ; a day of reſt to 
others, but to you of the moſt ſtrenuous, though moſt 
delightful ſervice ; labours in the fludy, that knowledge 
may be increaſed, that proviſion may be made for pub- 
lick miniſtrations, with ſolidity, with perſpicuity, propri- 
ety; with. energy, with tenderneſs ; labours in the 


_ * pulpit, 


0 See TraQts, 2 ny page 440, 
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pulpit, that publick devotions may be ſuitably and fer- 
vently poured out before God; and ſermons fo deliver 
ed, as, if poſſible, to command the attention of the audi- 
1 tory, and to communicate in a natural and effectual 
5 manner thoſe good affections to others, which you feel 
| in your own breaſt. What a combination on the whole! 
Labours of the head, labours of the voice, but oh, above 
all, labours of the heart! For this is incked the labour 
to fix on our own inconſtant ſpirits a becoming habituat 
ſenſe of God, to feel always 1 in our own breaſts thoſe pi- 
ous affe ctions, which it is our buſineſs to endeavour to 
raiſe in others; in a word, to keep the facred flame of $ 
love to God, to Chriſt, and to the ſouls of men ever 
burning.—Help, Lord, or it will ſoon be extinguiſhed? 
Feed it continually by thy celeſtial ſtream, or, Who i is NY 
ficrent for theſe things 9” | 
We may obſerve further ; ; preaching the goſpel is a 
difficult work, for it is attended with many trials and 
temptations. n 
Such miniſters as are faithful, will anaveidably: meet 
with ſufferings of one kind or another. The moſt-pru. 
dent, zealous, faithful, and perſevering difcharge of duty, 
will not always exempt them from the laſh of the malev-· 
olent and cenforious tongue. wa 
Temptations await them from various quarters ; [Flom 
their own hearts, from the world, and the devil—Temp. 
tations to pride, to floth and negligence, to flattery and 
cowardice—to handle the word of the Lord deceitfully, 
or to quit the miniſtry, and ſpeak no more in the name 
of the Lord. 
| | Finally here—the preaching of the cofpet will appear 
to be a great and difficult work, if we conſider of how 
great importance it is bat it relpects and its effects 
and conſequences. 
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It is a delivering the meſſages of God to men; a pro- 
claiming that treaty of peace and reconciliation revealed 
in the goſpel of our Saviour, and in hig name and Nead 
| befeeching them to be reconciled to God. 
It is a work of the higheſt importance that any man 
can engage in, on the behalf of his fellow creatures; a 
work that reſpects their future and immortal intereſts. 
And it will eventually prove to them, either à ſavour of 
life unlo life, or of death unto death, 

When therefore we duly confider the work and buſineſs 
that tminiſters of the goſpel are ſent upon—the qualifica- 
tions that are requiſite to them in this character the 
variety of tempers and diſpofitions they are concerned 
with the laboriouſneſs of the ſervice to which they are 
called the temptations to which they are expoſed and 
the different momentous effects of their preaching; may 
we not juſtly exclaim with St. Paul in the text, Who is 
Jufficient for theſe things ? 

It is obvious to infer from what has been ſaid, that 
the whole work and buſineſs of the chriſtian miniſter, 
conſidered in a collective view, muſt appear great and 
difficult indeed. In the preceding diſcourſe, I have 
confined myſelf chiefly to one branch of his duty, name- 
ly preaching the goſpel. But this, though a main and 
Principal part of his duty, is far from being the whole 
of it. 

Miniſters are not only to preach the word, and to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of feaſon, but to be the mouth 
of the aſſembly to God in prayer. They are to viſit the 
fick and afflicted; to pray with and for them, and make 
particular applications to them, as their ſeveral caſes may 
require, It is their part to adminiſter the ſeals of the 
covenant to the qualified ſubjeQs of them, and to ad- 

miniſter 


14, | 
miniſter the rod of diſcipline to ſuch as offend. . They 
muſt alſo have a ſpecial regard to their life and conver- 
ſation ; that it be lo ordered, as that the miniſtry be not 
blamed. | | 
We may alſo infer from what has been ſaid, that a 


people ſhould not make a miniſter' s work more hard and 
difficult than what it is in itſelf, but ſhould encourage 


and ſtrengthen him in it, As they would defire their | 
miniſter ſhould be a bleſſing to them and to theirs, they 


ſhould cautiouſly avoid whatever has a,tendency to-fink 
his ſpirits, and to defeat his uſefulneſs among them. 

On the contrary ; they ſhould endeavour to, animate 
and encqurage him, by their kindneſs to him, and prayers 
for him ; by a ſteady attendance upon all the inſtitutions 
of the goſpel, and by exhibiting the good fruits of chriſ- 
tianity in a holy life and converſation, 

Once more—we may infer from what has 3 ſaid, 
that miniſters ſhould be much in prayer to God, that 
they may be aſſiſted in their miniſtry, and ſtrengthened 
and animated to go through the difficulties that ordina- 
rily attend it. 

Such, alſo, as are entering into the work of the miniſ- 
try, ſhould do it in humble dependence. on the promiſe 


and grace of Chriſt, who calls them to it. He will be 
with them, kindly ſupport them, and fulfil his promiſe 


to them, if they are found faithful. But not to enlarge: 


It is time that I addreſs myſelf unto him who is preſ- 
ently to be ſeparated to the work of the goſpel miniſtry 


in this place, 
My dear Son—You are this day to be put in truſt with 


the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, and with the paſtor- 


al care of the church and ſociety in this place. The 
charge, you are about to receive, is of the greateſt import- 
ance 
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ance in itſelf, and in the conſequences of it, to you hap- 
py, or unhappy, as you are found faithful, or un faithful. 
Oh! be. concerned to enter into the mered miniſtry, and 
to proſecute the buſineſs of it, from the beſt Principles, 
and with the pureſt aims and intentions. 

Unto you, my Son, is this grate given, that yoy ſhould 
preach among men the unſearchable riches of Chrift. 
Let a ſacred regard for his approbation be a governing, 
a commanding principle with you. 

Humbly aſk of God his holy Spirit to lead and guide 
you into all truth, and to direct and aſſiſt you in 1 
preparations for the ſanctuary. 

Let your diſcourſes be plain, but manly; nervous, 
pungent, and ſcriptural. Be willing to ſpend and be 
Fpent for your people. Love them with a pure heart 
fervently ; and, being ſenſible of the worth of their ſouls, 
convince them that you truly regard their welfare and 
beſt intereſts, by a diligent and faithful performance of 
the various duties of your miniſtry among them. 

In the preceding part of this diſcourſe, I have ſet be- 
fore you ſome of the difficulties of the work you are en- 
tering upon ; not to diſcourage you in it, but to impreſs 
your mind with a juſt ſenſe of the importance of a ſted- 
faſt reliance upon the ſtrength and grace of Chriſt. 
Without Chriſt, you can do nothing; but through him 

ſtrengthening you, you may perform to the divine appro- 
bation and acceptance all the duties of the chriftian and 
miniſterial life. Be ſtrong, therefore, in the grace whick 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And for your animation and encouragement, I would 
ſay, that you have a kind and generous Maſter; one 
who is ſenſible of the difficulties you may be called to 
encounter, both in your chriſtian and miniſterial courſe; 

and 
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and whom you may conſider as addreſſing you from bis 
excellent glory and ſaying, My grace is ſufficient for thee, 
for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. * 

Chriſt Jeſus has a fellow feeling with men who are 
formed out of the clay. He knows perfectly well how, 
and is always diſpoſed, to pity and compaſſionate, his 
miniſters and people under all their ſorrows and difficul- 
ties. He has promiſed to be with you, if you are found 
faithful in his ſervice ; and that you ſhall be glorious in 
his eyes, though you ſhould not have the ſucceſs you 
may wiſh for in your miniſtry, 

And now permit me, in the fulneſs of parental * 
tion, to ſay, My ſon, if thy heart be wiſe, my heart : ſhall 


| rejoice, even mine; yea, my reins ſhall rejoice when thy 


lips ſpeak right things. The Lord be with thee, and proj 
ber thou, and build the houſe of the Lord thy God. Tie 
Lord. give thee wiſdom and underſtanding. Be Atrong, 
and of good courage, dread not, nor be diſmayed. Sg" 

May a merciful God prolong your days upon earth, 
May the ear that hears you, bleſs you ; and the eye that 
ſees you, bear witneſs to you. And, after having turned 
many to righteouſneſs, may you ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and as the flars forever and ever. 

' Brethren, beloved, of this church and congregation— 
We take part with you in the joy of this day, and ſin- 
cerely congratulate you upoa the ſmiles of divine Prov- 
idence upon you. We join with you in adoring the 
great Head of the Church, who hath led you ſo ſeaſona- 
bly, peaceably, and unanimouſly, to the choice of one to 
ſucceed your late reverend paſtor, who was not ſu Heres 
to continue by reaſon of death.“ 

Behold 


* The Rev. John Brown was ordained September 2d, 1749, and died 
October 22d, 1791. 
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Behold the man, whom you have choſen to-take the 
overſight of you in the Lord. Receive him as a prec- 


ious g gift of your aſcended Saviour, and efteem him highly 


in love for his work's ſake. 

This, my ſon, is young and tender, He needs your 
kindneſs ; he needs your candour. You have hitherto 
manifeſted the moſt affectionate love to him, I pray 
God it may continue, 0 

We truſt, that in devoting himſelf to your ſervice in 
the goſpel miniſtry, he has a fincere aim to promote your 
beſt, your immortal intereſts, While therefore he labours 
and watches for your ſouls, as one who muſt hereafter give 
account, ſubmit yourſelves to him in the Lord, that he 
may do it with joy and not with grief, Do every thing 


in your power to animate, to ſupport and encourage 


him in his work. Bear him upot your hearts in 
your daily addreſſes to the throne of grace, that he 
may come unto you with,joy, by the will of God, and may 
be an happy inſtrument of ſaving-your ſouls. 

Carefully avoid every thing that may have a tendency 
to ſink his ſpirits, to diſhearten him in his miniſtry, or 
obſtruct the efficacy and ſucceſs of his labours among 
you. Diligently attend upon his miniſtry ; hear him 
without prejudice, and receive with meekneſs the inſtruc- 
tions he ſhall bring you from the word of God. Let broth- 
erly love continue; and be at peace among your ſefves. 

May the bleſſing of almighty God be witk im and 
with you. May you be mutually happy in the 
preſent world, and be each other's crown of joy and re. 


joicing in that which is to come. 


And now to conclude May this whole aſſembly be 

ſolicitous to comply with the grand and merciful deſign 

of God in the inſtitution of a goſpel miniſtry. His 

deſign herein undoubtedly was, that finners of the hu- 
C man 


oy 


ln 70 race e might be recovered from the ruins of the apoſ- 
tacy, and be ſavingly reconciled to himſelf. 

What infinite obligations are we under to God, that 
notwithſtanding our vileneſs and unworthineſs, our neg- 
lect and abuſe of his grace and mercy, we are yet fa- 
voured with the miniſtry of reconciliation. He ſtill be- 
fſeeches us by his miniſters, and they, in Chriſt's s ſtead, 
importunately urge us to be reconciled to God. Let us 
no longer turn a deaf ear to the merciful and gracious 
invitations of the goſpel, but immediately comply with 
them. Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of ſalvation. 

It is not at all probable, that we, who are now preſent, 
ſhall ever meet together again, in the ſame aſſembly on 
earth. But the day is approaching, when we muſt © meet 
in a much larger aſſembly, and on a much more ſolemn 
occaſion.” Then both miniſters and people muſt give 
account to God, the Judge of all. Seeing, then, that we 
look for ſuch things, let us be diligent that wwe may be found 
of our Judge in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs. 

And now unto him, who is able to keep us from falling, 
and to preſent us faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy; to the only wife God our Saviour, be 
glory and majeſty, dominion and power, both now and for- 
ever. AMEN. 
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